
Responder Dinner



About the Event
The Responder Dinner is presented by the  
BC Professional Fire Fighters’ Burn Fund and 
honours an outstanding individual who has made a 
tremendous and lasting impact on the lives of burn 
and trauma survivors in BC and beyond. This year, 
the Burn Fund invites you to celebrate Dr. Cindy 
Verchere of the BC Children’s Hospital, who has 
worked tirelessly to improve the lives of child burn 
survivors and was instrumental in establishing the 
Burn Unit. 

Thursday, April 30, 2020
Terminal City Club, Metropolitan Ballroom, 

837 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC

2020 Honouree
Dr. Cindy Verchere 
Director, Burn Unit, BC Children’s Hospital

About the Burn Fund
The British Columbia Professional Fire Fighters’ Burn 
Fund is dedicated to supporting child and adult burn 
survivors through their recovery journeys every step of 
the way. Through funding for hospital equipment and 
garments that assist recovery, to home away from 
home accommodations at the Burn Fund Centre, the 
Burn Fund provides care to these individuals following 
a traumatic and life changing event. Prevention is the 
Burn Fund’s cure, and the organization also leads burn 
and fire prevention education for children and families 
across the province of BC and the Yukon.

Proceeds from this year’s Responder Dinner will support 
the Little Lionhearts Family Camp, which welcomes 
young burn survivors aged five and under, along with 
their families, for a weekend retreat in support of their 
healing as a family. Launched in 2019, this new burn 
camp welcomed six families from across the province. 
Children experienced play and music therapy, while 
parents participated in education and counselling 
sessions led by Heather Lynn Beveridge, the Burn 
Fund’s Support Services Coordinator. Receiving no 
government funding, Little Lionhearts Family Camp 
relies on the financial support of organizations and 
individual donors.

5:30 PM Cocktail Reception

7:00 PM Pipe and Drum Procession & Flag Ceremony

7:15 PM  Dinner, Live Auction, Entertainment to follow

Dress: Formal Attire

Responder Dinner

Past Honourees
Nancy Stibbard and the Capilano Group (2019)

Mr. David Podmore & Concert Properties (2018)

Dr. Aziz Ghahary, B.Sc.,M.Sc.,Ph.D. (2017)

Mrs. Darlene Poole of the Jack and Darlene Poole 
Foundation (2016)



Dr. Cindy Verchere is the visionary leader of the 
Division Pediatric Plastics Surgery at the BC 
Children’s Hospital and partner with the BC 
Professional Fire Fighters’ Burn Fund. 

Dr. Verchere’s dedication to the medical care of 
young burn survivors is unparalleled. In 1996, 
Dr. Verchere founded the burn program at BC 
Children’s Hospital, where she has since treated 
thousands of young patients with the utmost care 
and compassion.

Over 24 of years, Dr. Verchere has built the burn 
program at BC Children’s Hospital, transforming 
lives, influencing policy, all the while providing 
world class care and treatment to the youngest 
and most vulnerable burn patient population. 

Burn injuries are the third leading cause of child 
admission to the hospital. A dedicated advocate 
for prevention, Dr. Verchere worked tirelessly with 
Frances MacDougall, RN, to establish the Too 
Hot for Tots! prevention program in partnership 
with  BC Children’s Hospital and the Burn Fund.

Dr. Verchere also played a key role in helping 
the Burn Fund Centre project come to fruition. 
Emotionally and financially invested, she 
volunteered her time to provide testimony 
to inspire donors and help educate the role 
accommodation plays in the recovery process. 

A regular fixture at Burn Camp Kickoff, Dr. 
Verchere is beloved by the children she has 
treated. For many years, she has been known as 
the stilt woman, entertaining the kids from four 
feet above the ground.

Dr. Verchere is truly a committed Burn Fund 
champion who is so deserving of this recognition. 
We thank Dr. Verchere for all she has done to 
make a difference for burn survivors.

Dr. Cindy Verchere
SUPPORTING BC’S YOUNG BURN SURVIVORS

“I feel extremely fortunate to 
have pediatric burns as part of 
my practice. As well as having 

the privilege to work with 
amazing colleagues, I have 
enjoyed long term fulsome 

relationships with families and 
children in the burn community.”



2019
Little Lionhearts Family Camp 
is launched, welcoming six 
BC families to the Cheakamus 
Centre for a weekend retreat 
and family healing.
Burn survivors aged three to five enjoy 
play and music therapy with their 
siblings, while parents participate in 
education and counselling sessions.

2016
March: The Burn 
Fund Centre Official 
Grand Opening! 

May: The HomeAway 
Accommodation  
Suites open to  
the public.

2011
The “Too Hot For Tots” 
program launches.
Through a series of workshops run 
annually across British Columbia, the 
program aims to educate parents and 
caregivers on burn and scald prevention 
in the home for children ages 0-5 years.

2007 
April: The “Future is Mine” (FIM) 
Program officially launches.
To further support adult burn survivors, upon their 
discharge from hospital, the FIM program focuses on 
bringing burn survivors together in a welcoming and  
inclusive atmosphere.  

2005
The BC Professional Fire Fighters’ 
Burn and Wound Healing 
Research Laboratory opens. 
The lab, led by Dr. Aziz Ghahary, is a world 
leader in burn and wound healing research.

1996
The Burn Unit at BC Children’s 
Hospital opens with Dr. 
Cindy Verchere named 
as Medical Director.
In February, the first province-wide Burn 
Awareness Program is launched by the 
Burn Fund with the goal of educating 
elementary school students of the 
importance of fire safety in the home.   

1994
July: The first summer 
camp for child burn 
survivors takes place.
Held in Squamish at the North 
Vancouver Outdoor School, 18 young 
burn survivors share experiences with 
others from across British Columbia.

Late 1970s 
The first Bright Nights 
event takes place. 
Originally called “Winter Wonderland,” 
the event is hosted by the Barrett 
Family of Surrey, BC and raises 
over $200,000. In 1997, the 
Burn Fund acquires the Barrett 
Family inventory and moves the 
event to its current location in 
Vancouver’s iconic Stanley Park.

1978 
The BC Professional Fire Fighters’ 
Burn Fund is established.
Fire Fighters, visiting patients in the Burn Unit at 
VGH see a critical need and start contributing 
money for Burn Unit medical equipment and to 
help patients on their journey to recovery.  Inspired 
by such spontaneous generosity, Cpt. Alex Blake of 
the Coquitlam Fire Department and Dr. Snelling 
of the VGH Burn Unit, propose a province-
wide initiative and the Burn Fund is formed.

1997
The Burn Fund commits $1 million 
to relocate and establish a new Burn 
Unit at VGH named the “British 
Columbia Professional Fire Fighters’ 
Burn and Plastic Surgery Unit.”

         41 Years for Survivors:
BC PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS’ BURN FUND HISTORY



Table Sponsor
Table of 8: $3,200  

Half Table of 4: $1,600

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Please confirm your sponsorship by  February 15, 2020 
to receive maximum sponsorship benefits.

Title

Our thanks to the Capilano Group for their continued support,  
including becoming the Title Sponsor of the 2020 Responder Dinner

Sponsorship Levels Value Complimentary Tickets

Presenting
 w Recognized as event’s Presenting 

Sponsor 

 w Logo or named as Presenting Sponsor 
on the event invitations, promotional 
materials, website, etc.

 w Inclusion in event social media 
campaigns

 w Opportunity to have one (1) speaking 
engagement with a Fire Fighter on the 
topic of burn prevention

 w Use of the Burn Fund’s logo and 
designation as an official Burn Fund 
Supporter

$ 10,000 8 tickets

Responder
 w Recognized as event’s Responder 

Sponsor

 w Named as Responder Sponsor on the 
event invitations, promotional materials, 
website, etc.

$ 5,000 4 tickets



Responder Dinner

FIRM / ASSOCIATION

KEY CONTACT (TITLE)

ADDRESS

CITY       POSTAL

OFFICE PHONE      EMAIL

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE    DATE

I WOULD LIKE TO BE A SPONSOR
¨ Presenting Sponsor $10,000  ¨ Responder Sponsor $5,000   ¨ Individual Tickets $400  

I WOULD LIKE TO PURCHASE A TABLE
¨ Table of 8 $3,200   ¨ Half table of 4 $1,600

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION

¨ Enclosed donation $  please issue a tax receipt.

PAYMENT OPTIONS

¨ Please invoice

¨ Enclosed cheque payable to: THE BURN FUND

¨ Visa / Mastercard #     Name on card    Expiry Date   /

RETURN BY FAX OR EMAIL TO GORD DITCHBURN 

Phone: 604-436-5617  Email: gord@burnfund.org   Fax: 604-436-3057

Mailing Address: 3891 Main Street, Vancouver BC V5V 3P1

Tax receipts issued for eligible contributions.

5:30 PM, Thursday, April 30, 2020
Terminal City Club, Metropolitan Ballroom 

In support of BC Professional Fire Fighters’ Burn Fund

burnfund.org/ways-to-help/responder-dinner


